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Norwegian strategies and OpenEPI
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Norad Open 
Policy for 
Climate, Nature, 
Ocean and Food 
security
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Challenges?



9By Subiet - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=92970583

No long term plans for 
storage and archive of 
selected high value datasets
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What if environmental organisations could develop a 
reverse deforest report - predicting where the rainforest 
will be illegal removed next?

Photo by Misbahul Aulia on UnsplashPhoto by Doan Tuan on Unsplash

very few platforms have a 
“clean” open 
implementation

https://unsplash.com/@auliamisbahul?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/flood?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@danny_pham93?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/3QFQOxGCVmE?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


11Photo by Venti Views on Unsplash

Vendor lock-in 
kills open data

https://unsplash.com/@ventiviews?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/1cqIcrWFQBI?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


12Photo by Venti Views on Unsplash

Organizational lock-in 
kills open data

https://unsplash.com/@ventiviews?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/1cqIcrWFQBI?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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No scalable way to 
support existing 
bedrock of the 
open movement 

that we are all 
depending on…. 



14Photo by Luca Bravo on Unsplash

massive risk of duplication 
of efforts and investments

https://unsplash.com/@lucabravo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/rain-forrest?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


15

What if environmental organisations could develop a 
reverse deforest report - predicting where the rainforest 
will be illegal removed next?

Photo by Misbahul Aulia on Unsplash

Flood 

long road from 
datasets to 
meaningful product 

https://unsplash.com/@auliamisbahul?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/flood?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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No real way to 
support the open 
source developer 
community in our 
collaborating 
countries 
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Global digital infrastructure 
investments  

drive local innovation 

Photo by David Marcu on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@davidmarcu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/nature?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Photo by David Marcu on Unsplash

OpenEPI focus 
● projects with higher quality 
● projects with lower risk 
● shorter implementation runways 
● more local involvement and innovation

https://unsplash.com/@davidmarcu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/nature?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


openepi.io

Open Earth Platform Initiative
Help governments, NGOs and private sector working to solve climate related 
issues and maximize their impact 

through open data, open source technologies and open AI

13.11.2023 openepi.io 19
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Two main focus avenues
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Long term 
Global Data Vault  
Storage and 
archive of 
High Value Data
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Not one platform - a platform of 
interoperable platforms
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Local innovation?



Third party 
perspective

Open Policy 





Third party 
perspective
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Copernicus data

Supercomputers

Yr.no API

Satellites 

AROME-Arctic model ECMWF model

Open source

Open source

Open source

Open source
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Copernicus data

Supercomputers

AROME-Arctic model ECMWF model

Yr.no API

Weather APP

Satellites 
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Copernicus data

Supercomputers

Weather model Weather model

Yr.no API

Weather APP
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Copernicus data

Supercomputers

Weather model Weather model

Yr.no API

Reference implementation 

Weather APP
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https://github.com/christer-io/yr-look-alike
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Runway?
- 2-5 minutes



Re-use of data 
many possible 
use cases

Open Policy 



Sector 
agnostic 



Thank you for 
your attention!

Christer Solheim Gundersen

March 2024


