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Governance & 
policy 🗺



GOVERNANCE

Prime Minister Ministry of the Civil Service

Ministry of the Economy

Secretary of State for Digital Affairs

Etalab 
(Open) data

Infrastructure 
and services

Performance of 
digital services

TECH.GOUV 
Acceleration of digital 

transformation

Interministerial directorate for digital affairs (DINUM)

🧑💻 numerique.gouv.fr



We coordinate the design and 
implementation of the State's 
data strategy. 

What is Etalab

MISSION



• Data opening and data circulation 
📚 data.gouv.fr and api.gouv.fr 

• Data exploitation 
👩🔬 data science, artificial intelligence 

• Innovation and openness of public action 
🚴 Public Interest Entrepreneurs

GOVERNANCE

What is Etalab

🧑💻 etalab.gouv.fr



• Chief data officers in each ministry  

• Open Data officers  

• API managers network 

• Local level: the association OpenDataFrance 

Within the administration

GOVERNANCE



📖 1978 - the French FOIA 

• Freedom of access to administrative documents  

• Freedom to reuse  

• A regulatory authority, the CADA 

🇪🇺 2005 - EU Open Data Directive 

• Free of charge reuse of public sector information

A strong legal framework

POLICY



• Principle of "Open Data by default" 

• Obligation for local governments 

• Private actors in charge of a public service mission 

• Specific sectoral legislation (waste, public procurement, etc.)

2016 - The Digital Republic Act

POLICY

🧑⚖ economie.gouv.fr/republique-numerique



• Notion of "reference data" 

• Guaranteed level of service 
data availability, freshness and quality 

• Nine datasets at the moment

Public Service Data

POLICY

National Address Database Database of Companies

Land registerDatabase of Associations AdministrationGeographical data

Directory of Occupations

📁 data.gouv.fr/reference



Licences

List of licences set by 
decree including our 
own Open Licence 2.0 

Allowing reproduction, 
redistribution, adaptation 
and commercial 
exploitation of the data

Few requirements :  

• Acknowledge the source of the data 

• Mention the date the reuse was last 
updated 

• Not alter the meaning of the data 

• Comply with GDPR

POLICY

👩💻 data.gouv.fr/licences



Why make open data?

Gain of efficiency 

Improve the 
quality of public 
service 

Data-driven 
public policies

🏛 Transformation

Data as an 
infrastructure 

Making it easier for 
citizens to get around 

Fluidify the real estate 
market

🤝 Build trust 🛸 New services

Transparency of 
public spending 
and procurement 

Effectively 
informing citizens 
in times of crisis

MISSION



What are we trying to do?

MISSION

👩💻 managing data.gouv.fr

👨💻 tech support

👩⚖ legal support

🧑🎓 foster an open data culture

One team, multiple skills

🦸 empowering producers 👯 community animation



Implementation: 
our infrastructure 👷



• Open source project started by Etalab in 2011 

• In 2016 moved to a separate Github 
organisation ! opendatateam 

• Currently used by 🇫🇷 🇱🇺 🇷🇸 🇵🇹

The platform: udata

INFRASTRUCTURE

 ! opendatateam/udata



data.gouv.fr 
Open platform for French public data



Who are the producers?

DATA.GOUV.FR

• Centralised public administration 

• 18 regions, 93 departments, 34 967 communes 

• Legal obligation of open data by default 

• Many more public and private actors who create data

36 000+ Datasets 2 600+ Reuses 2 800+ Publishers



Manually upload files 

Resources are 
hosted on our 
servers 

✅ very easy 
❗ have to do 
everything by hand

How to publish data

⬆ direct upload

Do (almost) 
everything via API 

✅ powerful 
❗ need tech skills

👩🌾 harvesting 👾 API

Set up a harvester 
for another portal 

Supports DCAT/
CKAN/ODS 

✅ set it up once 
and forget about it

DATA.GOUV.FR



Portal that fosters exchanges

COMMUNITY

✏ Community resources 💬 Discussions



Anyone can 
publish 
Administrations, private 
companies, 
datajournalists…

Who are the reusers?

REUSERS



Going further 
literacy and quality 📚



Aimed at chief data 
officers, lawyers, project 
managers, or just users 

Open source, of course 
! etalab/guides.etalab.gouv.fr

Guides & docs

📚 guides.etalab.gouv.fr 👩💻 doc.data.gouv.fr

Documentation on how to 
publish data on the portal 

Also open source  
! etalab/doc.data.gouv.fr

LITERACY



• Editorialisation and 
curation work 

• Inventory pages 

• Monthly article to 
showcase the most 
important publications 

Curation & editorial

📝 Curation

LITERACY



Community animation

COMMUNITY



Utilities for data schemas

A schema is a blueprint of 
how the data should be 
structured 

Reference public schemas 
justified by law or by usage

📐 schema.data.gouv.fr ⌨ publier.etalab.studio

A tool to enter, validate and 
publish structured data on 
data.gouv.fr  

Open source  
! etalab/publier.etalab.studio

QUALITY



Main 
challenges



What challenges for us?

CHALLENGES

🤯 Manage lots of data and content 

👨💻 Allow everyone to publish on data.gouv.fr 

👩🏫 Make producers autonomous 

📘 Ensure a high quality of data 

👓 Make data easy to understand 

👨🍳 Show what can be done thanks to open data



A strong political interest

WHAT'S NEXT?

Using the resources from 
NextGenerationEU, the 
Government will finance 
data-driven projects 
within public 
administrations

💶 Investments

The Government has 
made a commitment to 
implement a stronger 
open data policy and 
open new datasets

🙋 Commitment



TAKK! MERCI !

✉ mario.restuccia@data.gouv.fr

" _DINUM " etalab " datagouvfr ! etalab 
👩💻 numerique.gouv.fr 👨💻 etalab.gouv.fr 🧑💻 data.gouv.fr
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